
April 5, 2005 

Mayor Dick Murphy 
City of San Diego 
City Administration Buildings 
202 C Street 
San Diego 
Ca 92101 

Dear Mayor Murphy: 

You will remember that on January 15th, 2003 at a ceremony in your office you appointed me together 
with eleven others as founding Directors of the San Diego Shannon Partnership Inc. 
 
Mr. Donal Denham the Irish Consul General first got me involved with this organization on the occasion 
of our first meeting at an SDSU event organized by Mr. Tim Hushen on February 21st, 2002 involving 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary and the San Diego Police Department.  
 
Mr. Denham was in San Diego to attend the annual American Ireland Fund dinner a few days earlier on 
February 15th, 2002 where you and he met and where, we were told by your staff person Ben 
Marchant, was born the idea for twinning the City of San Diego with Ireland’s Shannon Region. 
 
Mr. Denham then introduced me to Mr. Rob Mullally whom he said would be heading up this new 
organization. I expressed great interest to both Mr. Denham and Mr. Mullally and have remained an 
enthusiastic participant ever since. 
 
As your staff person Ben Marchant will attest I have devoted a great deal of time and energy towards 
making this a true sister city organization and an effective instrument for “the promotion of academic, 
economic and cultural excellence between the people of San Diego and the people of Ireland’s 
Shannon region” as stated in its Mission Statement, which in fact I wrote. 
 
In the event that you do not already know from your staff person Ben Marchant who has guided this 
organization from the beginning and has devoted an enormous amount of City time to it over the last 
year and a half, I am writing to you today to inform you that my fellow Directors of the San Diego 
Shannon Partnership Inc. have called a special meeting of the “members of the Corporation” on August 
12th, 2003 for the purpose of “voting on whether Patrick Flannery shall be removed as a Director of the 
Corporation”.  
 
I do not dispute the right of any organization to remove any person from any position in any 
organization at any time for cause. As a lawyer and a former Judge I am sure you will concur that 
before the involuntary removal of any individual from any office in any organization an individual should 
be given the reasons for his/her removal and that they have the right to defend themselves against any 
charges or accusations that could damage their reputation. 
 
Accordingly I have requested my colleagues on the Board of Directors of the San Diego Shannon 
Partnership Inc. to identify the person who has proposed that I be removed. I have asked that they set 
down the reasons for my removal. Whoever it is that wishes my removal as a Director should come 
forward and provide me with details, in writing, of the charges they wish to bring against me. They must 
also provide, in writing, the evidence they intend to use to support those charges. Then my colleagues 
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on the Board should give me time to study those charges and give me an opportunity to defend myself. 
So far none of those things have happened. 
 
Involuntary removal as a director of a non-profit organization could have very damaging effects on my 
personal and professional reputation, therefore these proceedings should be fully recorded and subject 
to judicial review if necessary. My reputation for honesty and fair dealing is my most prized possession. 
 
Because I am your personal appointee to this office I suggest that you have some responsibility in this 
matter particularly with regard to seeing that my reputation is not damaged unfairly as a result of your 
appointment. I therefore request that you contact the Board of Directors of the San Diego Shannon 
Partnership Inc. and instruct them to follow proper procedure and to protect my rights. 
 
I have served as an enthusiastic member of the organizing committee and subsequently as your 
appointed Director. To illustrate this I once expressed the hope at a general meeting of the organization 
that within five years there would be a direct airline service between San Diego and Shannon. And I 
meant it! At my own expense I have visited the Shannon region three times since first becoming 
involved with this organization in February 2002. I have met with various people at Shannon 
Development and Limerick University with regard to the future of this organization. 
 
I have been totally dedicated to the aims and objectives of this organization. I have attended every 
meeting.  I have worked harder than anybody and have inspired everybody with a spirit of dedication to 
the potential of this organization. 
 
In the hope that you share my desire to make this Corporation a true sister city organization “worthy of 
our affection” I ask that having appointed all of us on this Board that you now use your influence to 
ensure that the reasons for my removal as a Director are clearly stated by my Board colleagues for the 
record and that I am given an opportunity to address whatever it is that has brought this about.  
 
I look forward to your effective and timely intervention in this important civic matter. 
 
Sincerely, 

Pat Flannery 
Director: San Diego Shannon Partnership Inc. 
 


