
San Diego-Shannon Partnership 
 

Agenda & Minutes of Meeting 
Board Room, Manchester Hall 

University of San Diego 
November 7, 2002, 7 p.m. 

 
Agenda 

 
1. Opening Remarks and Introductions by Interim Chairman  (T. Hushen) 
 
2. Review of minutes (reflecting clarifications by participants) from October 17, 

2002 meeting (all) 
 

3.   Results of meeting with Karl Mellon and Mayor’s Office (B. Marchant) 

 
4. Other recent meetings with Shannon Development (T. Hushen) 
 
5. Discussion of Cultural Proposal topic (all) 
 
6. Next steps to creating the organization (M. Wilson, all) 

 
7. Other Business 

 
8. Next Meeting 

 
Note:  This is a public meeting.  Anyone and everyone is welcome to attend and 

participate.  For more information please contact Ben Marchant in the office of 
Mayor Dick Murphy at (619) 236-6448. 

 
MINUTES 

 
The meeting started at 7:15 PM and was chaired by Tim Hushen. 
 
Agenda Item 1: 

• Mr. Hushen welcomed everybody to this public meeting and thanked Mal 
Rafferty and the University of San Diego for the use of their Board Room. 

• A sign-in sheet was passed around and the following people were found to be in 
attendance: Tim Hushen, Ben Marchant, Pat Flannery, Mike Wilson, Rudy 
Murillo, Pat McGurk, Peter Smith, Plinio Herrera, Jared Papin, Michael Souza, 
Kathleen Roche-Tansey, Sean Brew and John Conway. 

Agenda Item 2: 
• Copies of the minutes of the October 17th 2002 meeting were provided. Mr. 

Hushen asked if there were any questions or amendments. As there were none Mr. 
Hushen declared the minutes approved. 



Agenda Item 3: 
• Mr. Marchant reported that Karl Mellon, from the Shannon Development office in 

San Jose met with the Mayor's Office and that they discussed “the interests and 
objectives of the Mayor and of Shannon Development to establish this 
partnership”. 

• He reported that “Shannon Development is very positive about this relationship as 
it is unprecedented in its approach to international exchange and offers great 
opportunity for joint ventureship and true two way exchanges”.  

• Mr. Marchant reported that Karl Mellon of Shannon Development identified five 
points that Shannon would like to explore: 
1. Have a forum to brief the San Diego community on the E.U. and tax 

information. 
2. Identification of Euro R&D funds available for Ireland based companies. 
3. strength and emphasis on what is known in Ireland as "high potential start 

ups", i.e. entrepreneurship 

4. Venture Capital synergy 

5. Industry clusters A) Healthcare, medical devices, B) Aerospace technology, 
C) Logistics, supply chain management, D) Software Development-customer 
support-management 

• Mr. Marchant reported that they also discussed opportunities for synergy with 
Mayor Murphy's 10 Goals and other regional issues.   

• Karl will be returning to San Diego to attend a public meeting and make a 
presentation.  You will all be notified when that has been scheduled. 

 
 
Agenda Item 4: 
 
Mr. Hushen traveled to Shannon and met with various regional leaders over a period of 
three days. He submitted the following report: 

SHANNON DEVELOPMENT  
Paul Brock, Senior VP for International Business 
October 31, 2002 
 
Paul Brock and I met to follow up on earlier meetings with Shannon Development 
representatives in September 2002 and meetings in San Diego with Karl Mellon, 
Shannon Development’s west coast representative.  Paul said that Shannon Development 
is enthusiastic  about expanding contact with San Diego businesses.  Shannon 
Development is especially interested in expanding ties with companies in the following 
areas: 
 

1. Medical devices and equipment 
2. Aerospace 
3. Software design 
4. Supply chain logistics 

 



Currently, there are 16 companies in the Shannon free zone specializing in medical 
devices and 160 in Ireland. 
 
Shannon Development is making a presentation in Toronto in November and the 
information developed for that presentation could serve as a template for a future 
presentation in San Diego.  Paul agreed to provide the information. 
 
Paul believes that Shannon Development would like to target late February to make a 
presentation in San Diego.  He emphasized the importance of pre-planning in order to 
ensure that the appropriate companies participated.  He mentioned the importance of 
having a broad participation of the Irish community in the activities of the San 
Diego/Shannon Partnership. 
 
Cultural Exchange 
 
Paul is on a group that is developing recommendations to the Shannon Development 
Board on future directions for cultural and tourist development.  He suggested that a 
cultural exchange related to music might be a good start.  The University of Limerick has 
an Irish World Music Center, which is quite active.   
 
Tralee Technical Park 
Ogie Moran  
October 29, 2002 
 
The Tralee Technical Park is Shannon Development’s latest effort to develop high 
technology, information age companies in the Shannon region.  The park has been open 
for less than 18 months and already has six high-tech companies.  The facility is a state-
of-the-art incubator for start up companies.  Several of the companies in the park have 
links to or are U.S. companies. 
 
Brochures included 
World Class Locations for Business & Life – Shannon Development Knowledge 
Network 
including the following brochures: 
 

Ø Kerry Technology Park Business Listing 
Ø Business Information Centre, incorporating www.Startup.ie 
Ø AlumniStart, an Innovation Works Programme 
Ø Kerrysoft 
Ø Kerry Technology Park, Welcome to your new workplace 

 
Innovation Works – Bring business to life: 

Ø Bringing business to life – Innovation Works National Technology Park 
Limerick 

Ø Bringing business to life – Innovation Works Kerry Technology Park 
Ø Bringing business to life – Innovation Works Birr Technology Centre 



Ø Bringing business to life – Innovation Works Tipperary Technology Park 
 

UNIVERSITY OF LIMERICK 
Meeting with Patrick Gunnicle, Prof. of Business, Univ. of Limerick 
 
Dr. Gunnicle indicated that the College of Business has a new Dean who is interested in 
expanding entrepreneurial management programs.  He agreed to provide the names of 
several individuals at University of San Diego that he has worked with in the past.  They 
might be interested in participating in exchange programs.  He suggested that a cultural 
exchange in the music area might be quite productive.  He provided several brochures 
about the Irish World Music Center, University of Limerick, and also provided a tour of 
the new concret hall and performing arts threatre.  It has seating for 1,300. 
 
Mr. Hushen then passed around the following brochures: 
University Concert Hall, Limerick Events Listing 
UL Arts Office Autumn Film Season 2002 
Sionna Festival of European Traditional Music 
Irish World Music Center Autumn 2002 
 
Agenda Item 5: 
 

• We are now aware of the Irish World Music Center at the University of Limerick 
and the opportunities it presents. 

• Kathleen Roche-Tansey reported that a woman’s chorus group from San Diego is 
visiting Ireland for the Kerry Festival in March 2003 and suggested they might 
also perform in the Limerick Concert hall. 

• Rudy Murillo advised that we need to think in terms of bringing California music 
rather than Irish music to Limerick. He told us briefly about the Orchestra of the 
Californias sponsored by the Commission of the Californias of which he is a 
director. 

• Pete Smith and Pat Flannery were authorized to contact Tim Flannery (formerly 
of the Padres) and Matt Manning, who are experienced musicians and event 
organizers with particular interests and connections with the Native American 
community and explore the possibility of bringing San Diego music to Shannon. 

• This event could be recorded on sound and on video and offered on CD and tape. 
 
Agenda Item 6: 
 

• Mike Wilson reported that he had received copies of the San Diego/Warsaw Sister 
Cities Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws and was reviewing them. 

• He requested guidance from the City of San Diego and Shannon Development as 
to what exactly the Articles and Bylaws should reflect in terms of Directors, 
Members etc. 

• In view of the fact that this organization is oriented primarily towards business 
and hopes to receive donations primarily from corporations, he recommended that 



we incorporate as a 501c4 corporation, which is designed to receive corporate 
donations and when accepting private donations use the facilities of an associated 
501c3, which organizations are designed to receive private donations only. 

• Ben Marchant said that the City prefers open membership and stressed the public 
nature of this organization. 

• He said he would like to see a Board of Directors that was broadly representative 
of the Irish Community in San Diego consisting of prominent individual citizens 
and representatives drawn from all the existing active Irish organizations. 

• Rudy suggested that this Board and an advisory committee consisting of 
competent interested people be chosen right away. 

• Mr. Wilson hopes to have enough information and guidance regarding initial 
directors and membership policies to file the corporation within a week or so. 

• Our sincerest thanks were offered to Mr. Wilson for not only doing the work pro-
bono but also fronting the fees, which no doubt the organization will refund later. 

 
Agenda Item 7: 
 

• Tim circulated a detailed written timeline, an overview and an overall plan, which 
together will provide the organizations guidelines for some considerable time. 

• A vote of thanks was also passed, followed by a round of applause, for Tim 
Hushen for having devoted so much of his time and resources to yet another visit 
to Shannon and for all the personal sacrifice his hard work on behalf of the 
organization to date has entailed, completely without any compensation. 

 
Agenda Item 8: 
 

• Tim announced that next meeting would be “sooner rather than later” and that it 
will be about forming a Board. 

 
Pat Flannery 


