
 

 

San Diego-Shannon Partnership, Inc. 
 

Board Meeting 
April 10, 2003, 6 p.m. 

 
Board Room – World Trade Center-San Diego 

1250 6th Avenue, San Diego 
 

Minutes 
 

1. Present were Brian Monaghan, James Langley, Tim Hushen, Pete Smith, Colleen 
Finnegan, Paul Kline, Ben Marchant, Sean Brew, Gerry Kirkpatrick, Delphine 
Malone, Kathleen Roche Tansley, Annemarie Sundquist, John Hyatt and J. 
Michael Wilson.  

 
2. Opening remarks by President (Tim Hushen):  Tim Expressed thanks to Hugh 

Constant for providing the facilities for the meeting.  Tim also discussed his most 
recent trip to Ireland and meetings with representatives of the University of 
Limerick.  The University has a variety of programs and areas of interest that we 
may wish to explore, including their programs for commercialization of advanced 
technology and student exchange.  

 
3. The minutes of the meeting of March 13, 2003 were approved without change. 

 
4. The Board discussed the recent seminar of April 8th 2003.   There were 

approximately 80 in attendance.  The meeting went very well, with quality 
speakers and quality attendees.  The Board expressed its gratitude to Hugh for his 
successful efforts.  Tim indicated that the representatives of Shannon 
Development were very impressed and indicated that several good leads were 
developed.  The Board will follow up with the attendees to encourage their 
continued connections with the partnership.   Sean Brew offered to draft a follow-
up letter after discussing the meeting with Karl Mellon.  The Board wants to keep 
track of the leads that were developed. 

 
5. J. Michael Wilson, attorney for the corporation, discussed the next steps in the 

process of obtaining tax exempt status with the Internal Revenue Service and the 
California Attorney General’s Office.  In addition to filing certain informational 
forms with the California Secretary of State and the Attorney General’s Office in 
Sacramento, Mr. Wilson is working on the state and federal exemption 
applications with the assistance of Tim Hushen and Ben Marchant. 

 



 

 

6. By unanimous vote, Sean Brew was elected to the position of Vice-President, 
which he will occupy concurrently with the position of Secretary of the 
corporation.  

 
7. Mike indicated that we should open a bank account, which Jim Langley, as 

treasurer, agreed to do.   The board agreed that the funds should come from 
membership dues.  It was requested that all board members pay the annual dues 
payment of $35.00.  This should be brought to the next meeting, payable to the 
San Diego Shannon Partnership, Inc.  The possibility of a fundraiser was 
discussed, but nothing was planned. 

 
8. The Board discussed the next steps for the future.  Hugh suggested that we set our 

sights on a formal trade mission, which should includes a delegation from this 
region to travel to Ireland, where meetings and seminars are prearranged for the 
group to foster trade ties.  Such a mission takes many months to plan if it is to be 
successful.  The Board discussed ways to make this happen, including additional 
seminars similar to April 8th meeting.  Next step:  plan additional seminar(s) with 
a long-range goal of a formal trade mission.  Hopefully, the mayor will 
participate.  Ben Marchant indicated that, currently, the Mayor has no plans to 
travel to Ireland. 

 
9. Kathleen Roche Tansley, a representative of Sister City International, inquired 

whether the partnership intends to establish a formal sister city relationship with 
the Shannon region.  Ben Indicated it was a long-range goal and certain steps 
have already been taken toward such an arrangement.  Further such efforts were 
to be pursued through the mayor’s office. 

 
10. John Hyatt, a representative of the House of Ireland, voiced concerns about the 

group’s cultural focus and about whether the group is representative of the San 
Diego Irish-American community.   The Board agreed to form a subcommittee to 
explore ways to enhance our ties to the Irish American community and to propose 
the best ways to fulfill the Partnerships’ goals of cultural exchange that reflect the 
entire San Diego community.  Mr. Hyatt, who is also a writer for the Irish Times, 
indicated he would write an article about our group, after interviewing members 
of the Board.   Next step:  form subcommittee. 

 
11. The Board discussed creating a website. Brian Monaghan offered to assist the 

website design. 
 

12. Next meeting is scheduled for 6:00 p.m. May 8th at the same location. 
 

13. Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  


