
San Diego-Shannon Partnership 
Minutes of Public Meeting 

Board Room, Manchester Hall, University of San Diego 
October 17th 2002, 7:00 PM 

 
Present:  Tim Hushen (Chair), Ben Marchant, Elena Salsitz, Anthony Plancarte, 
Sarah Mulkey, Rudy Murillo, Pete Smith, Paul Peterson, Jack Kelly, Mick Ward, Mike 
Wilson, Vic Ryder, Pat McGurk, Sean Brew, Bernadette Hilgeman, Monica Murphy and 
Pat Flannery. 
 
Agenda item # 1: “Opening remarks by Interim Chairman Tim Hushen”: 

• Tim opened by thanking Mal Rafferty, Director of Adult Education at USD for 
kindly providing the facilities of the University’s Board Room (which even 
included complimentary refreshments). The university had been approached 
because this was a public meeting and more people than our former venue at the 
Imperial Hotel could accommodate were expected to attend. 

• Tim asked all present to introduce themselves and a sign- in sheet was circulated. 
Agenda item # 2: “Approval of minutes from September 27th 2002 meeting”. 

• Monica Murphy introduced herself as Interim Secretary of the San Diego-
Shannon Society and asked that this item be stricken from the agenda.  

• She informing the meeting that a group led my Rob Mullally who considered 
themselves the real San Diego-Shannon Society were holding a concurrent 
meeting at the Imperial House and that she and Bernadette Hilgeman were present 
here only as observers on behalf of the people at the alternative meeting. 

• Mr. Hushen asked her if she wished to resume her duties as Interim Secretary and 
she declined. Mr. Hushen then asked Pat Flannery if he would record the minutes 
and Mr. Flannery accepted. Mr. Hushen agreed to delete item # 2 from the agenda. 

Agenda item # 3: “Results of meetings with partners in Ireland (September 2002)”. 
• Mr. Hushen circulated a written trip report. 
• He elaborated on that report by passing out additional material including: 

(a) Seven pages of Statistical Information from the Shannon Development 
Annual Report 2001 including an impressive list of grant payments made 
by the Agency to named recipients in various business sectors. 

(b) A SANDAG information update on San Diego’s Regional Employment 
Clusters, a feature of the San Diego area economy in which our Shannon 
partners expressed a keen interest and which may provide a ready-made 
framework for establishing the kind of links envisaged by the Partnership.  

• Mr. Hushen reported that the San Diego delegation pointed out to the Shannon 
leaders many of the similarities between our two economies, both having been 
built on similar principles of innovation and private entrepreneurship. 

• He reported that the Shannon leaders expressed a strong preference that the word 
“Partnership” rather than “Society” be in the organization’s name. To illustrate 
this preference they told us of a very successful Irish golf course project they 
completed in partnership with a German organization. 

• Pete Smith reported having been very impressed with the people he met at 
Shannon Development and noted that they had stressed strong interest in the 
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business aspect of this venture while fully appreciating the importance of both the 
cultural and academic dimension. 

• Pat Flannery urged everybody to obtain a copy of Brian Callanan’s book on the 
historic part played and still being played by Shannon Development in Ireland’s 
and Europe’s economy. He assured everybody that the more familiar they became 
with Shannon Development and the world-class organization that it is, the more 
they would want to be associated with this exciting new Partnership. 

 
Agenda item # 4: “Identify Business and Industry Leaders for possible cooperation with 
Shannon Development”. 

• Mr. Hushen announced that Karl Mellon, Shannon’s full-time representative in 
the western States of America, will be in San Diego on Tuesday October 22nd, 
2002, for a meeting with the City of San Diego.  

• During his visit Mr. Hushen hopes to obtain from him a list of the San Diego 
Companies currently doing business in the Shannon region with a view to 
establishing cordial relations between them and this organization, hopefully 
leading to many positive testimonials for those contemplating doing business in 
the “Shannon Gateway Region”.  

• Mr. Mellon is in a position to identify for us the San Diego business sector leaders 
with whom he is particularly anxious to establish cordial relations. 

• Paul Peterson, recognizing that the reason he had been asked to attend this 
particular meeting was because of his leadership position in San Diego business, 
suggested that the Partnership not be shy in asking Mayor Dick Murphy to “put 
muscle on our invitations” by personally urging these identified leaders to fully 
participate in the aims and objectives of the Partnership that he himself founded. 

Agenda item # 5: “Report of California Summit on International Cultural Exchange”. 
• Ben Marchant thanked Rudy Murillo for effecting the Partnership’s invitation to 

the Summit and for being instrumental in getting it such “high billing”.  
• Displaying the impressive graphic chart he used during his address to the Summit, 

Ben recapped his speech which outlined a “new model” for implementing 
President Eisenhower’s dream of international “people-to-people” contacts. 

• Ben’s new model graphically described the train to international multi-culturalism 
as having “business as its engine, education as its various enhancements, the 
whole community as its passengers and culture as the scenery”. 

• He noted that the most successful institutions are those who combine the three 
elements of business, education and culture. 

• He expressed the hope that the work being done by this Partnership will prove to 
be the model for productive “people-to-people” international contacts.  

• To this aim he hopes to build on Shannon’s history as a world-class cultural, 
business and educational innovator - as they have proven to be so many times in 
the past. He said he felt privileged to be associated with this venture. 

• He reported that in his speech to the Cultural Summit he had pointedly quoted 
Peter Drueker’s “the key to doing business in the 21st Century is trust” because he 
believes that that is what the San Diego-Shannon Partnership is all about. 

• Rudy Murillo, a political appointee of Governor Davis, informed us that the State 
of California wishes to expand the international dimension of its cultural and 
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business contacts and is therefore showing great interest in the San Diego 
initiative because in this regard San Diego is doing precisely what the State 
wishes to do – act as a country! Rudy said that successful integration of business, 
culture and education seems to be the key, a sort of “three legged stool”. 

• Jack Kelly noted that this innovative concept strongly reinforces the choice of 
Shannon Development as a partner because of its international success over many 
years in marrying economic development with Irish cultural richness. Shannon 
Development has already been consulted as a model by over 60 countries. 

• Rudy went on to say that at the Summit he noticed 30 other Consul Generals 
slapping their foreheads during Ben’s speech saying “why didn’t I think of that”. 

 
Agenda item # 6: “Other business”. 

• Rudy went on to warn us that the Partnership needs to follow through quickly 
with a proposal and a request for funds from the State as one of those very same 
30 Consul Generals may rush to be first with the idea now that it is out. 

• He pointed out that State funding agencies will only give grants to 
“organizations” and that it is imperative that this Partnership formalizes itself into 
a 501C (3) Corporation as quickly as possible. 

• Attorney Mick Wilson kindly offered to do the legal work “pro-bono” and will 
advise Tim on the filing fees. So we will need at least some money very quickly. 

• Attorney Sean Brew pointed out that the usual form of management taken by a 
501C (3) Corporation is a President and a Board of Directors.  

• Rudy asked “what does the Mayor want and when does he want it?” It became 
clear that the City of San Diego and Shannon Development need to get together 
quickly and give us basic directions as to the structure of this organization. 

• Paul Peterson suggested that in addition to the required President and Board of 
Directors there might be something like a “Committee of 1000”, in order to 
associate us with as many prestigious names as possible. 

• Such committee, he suggested, should be very “ecumenical”, embracing all ethnic 
groups in order to provide the broadest possible people-base for this Partnership. 

• Vic Ryder felt that to preserve its business-led image the Partnership should be 
funded primarily by business interests.  

• Rudy felt that culture should provide the primary funding and that a good start 
could be made by following through from the recent Cultural Summit. 

• Mr. Hushen said that he would grasp the opportunity that seems to be present and 
immediately seek to pursue a cultural grant from the State. He promised to 
assemble a task force over the weekend to work on a written proposal. 

• Sean Brew and Pat Flannery volunteered to serve on that team. 
• In view of the wishes of our Irish partners, Mr. Hushen then proposed and Jack 

Kelly seconded a motion adopting the name “San Diego-Shannon Partnership”.  
• During discussion Ms. Murphy again alluded to the illegitimacy of this meeting in 

the eyes of Mr. Mullally’s group meeting at the Imperial Hotel and suggested our 
lack of power to change the name of the organization. Accordingly she asked that 
we do not use old brochures or stationery using the “Society” name. 
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• The Question was called by the chair and a vote of hands resulted in the Motion 
being carried with one “No” vote, Ms. Murphy and one abstention, Ms. Hilgeman.  
The name of the organization is now San Diego-Shannon Partnership. 

• In the interest of enlarging and strengthening the organization Mr. Hushen asked 
each person around the room for names and contact details of anybody they felt 
would contribute to the aims and objectives of the Partnership. 

• Starting with Paul Peterson who named one prominent property developer and 
offered to encourage him to participate, the meeting was productive of the names 
of many other prominent people whom Mr. Hushen promised to contact.  

• The names of various trade, professional and community groups were suggested 
as a fast track to awareness and enlargement. 

• Colonel Jack Kelly (one of San Diego’s most beloved and revered Marine 
veterans) promised to use his unique good will with the 400 strong Friendly Sons 
of Saint Patrick (not in the least intimidated by the fact that it may involve the 
biggest round of drinks ever in San Diego). He believes that that organization 
alone will provide many of the community leaders we seek. He may be right - it 
already includes Mayor Dick Murphy! 

 
Conclusion:  
 
Mr. Hushen concluded that we now seem poised to move to “the next level”. 
 
Both he and Mr. Marchant reiterated their wish to broaden the organization as much 
as possible through a series of public meetings such as this which has already 
produced many names and contacts.  
 
Tim again thanked USD and Mal Rafferty for their excellent facilities and hoped that 
Mal (who was forced to miss this meeting because of a prior commitment) will be 
present at the next meeting to be held on a date to be announced. 
 

Pat Flannery 


