
San Diego-Shannon Partnership Inc. 
Minutes of Public Meeting 

Board Room - Entrepreneurial Management Center SDSU 
January 14th 2003, 7:00 PM 

 
Agenda  

 
1. Opening Remarks and Introductions by Interim Chairman  (T. Hushen) 
2. Review of minutes from December 12, 2002 meeting (all) 
3. Organizational next steps, Board and Committees (B. Marchant)  
4. Shannon Development (K. Mellon) 
5. Discussion of project proposals (all) 
6. Other Business 
7. Next Meeting 

 
Minutes 

 
Agenda item # 1:  

• Tim opened and welcomed everyone to the Gateway Center Board Room at 
SDSU.  

• Introductions were made. 
• Present were:  Sean Brew, David Cleary, Hugh Constant, Colleen Finnegan, Pat 

Flannery, Plinio Herrera, Bernadette Hilgeman,  Tim Hushen, Paul Kline, Ben 
Marchant, Karl Mellon, Brian Monaghan, Jared Papin, Jennifer Phillips, Pete 
Smith, Mike Wilson. 

Agenda item # 2: 
• The minutes were reviewed.  It was suggested and noted that the name of the 

organization should read, San Diego Shannon Partnership Inc., to reflect the 
incorporated 501/c/3 status. 

Agenda item # 3:  
• Ben Marchant announced that the Board of Directors had been selected and would 

meet with the Mayor to be appointed on January 15th.  The purpose of the Board 
would be to adopt by-laws, raise funds, and build membership. 

• Ben Marchant indicated that Committees need to be created to plan the 
partnerships and programs that the San Diego Shannon Partnership Inc. would 
engage in. 

• Ben Marchant proposed a by-laws committee be organized to propose a set of by-
laws to the Board of Directors.  Colleen Finnegan, Pat Flannery, Tim Hushen, 
Ben Marchant, and Michael Wilson agreed to meet as this committee. 

• Ben Marchant also proposed that a business committee be organized to plan the 
economic partnerships of the San Diego Shannon Partnership Inc. beginning with 
a breakfast meeting with the target date of March 11th, for the purpose of Shannon 
Development to make a presentation to a very targeted group of businesses and 
their decision makers. 

 
 



Agenda item # 4:  
• Karl Mellon, Vice President of Shannon Development, located in San Jose, so 

introduced himself and gave an overview of Shannon Development, the history of 
the Shannon Region, and the very unique and exciting opportunity of pursuing a 
partnership like this with San Diego.   

• Discussion followed focusing on very specific goals that ought to be pursued to 
organize what would hope to be a successful briefing session on March 11th.  This 
briefing session would be made to a targeted audience of 50 to 100 people 
representing small to medium sized companies, which have established a presence 
and a proven product in the market, and are looking for market entry or 
partnership with a business in Ireland. 

• Two strategies specified were 1) compile a targeted list of businesses and 2) work 
with the influence network of corporate lawyers and consultants who would be 
able to persuade the right decision makers to attend this event. 

• The importance of securing the first success in establishing just one, two or three 
successful partnership(s) (in business, education, etc.) was stressed on the 
principle that success would breed further success. 

Agenda item # 5:  
• Discussion of other projects was tabled at this time. 

Agenda item # 6:  
• Ben Marchant recognized the service of Tim Hushen as interim chairman of the 

San Diego Shannon Partnership and thanked him for his considerable help in 
promoting this initiative and providing the meeting place for this evening.   

Conclusion:  
Tim Hushen concluded the meeting thanking everyone for their participation and 
attendance.   
 
 


