
pat@patflannery.com 
From: patflannery@sbcglobal.net 
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2002 6:47 PM 
To: Timothy Hushen (www.foundation.sdsu.edu); Ben Marchant; Bernadette Cashman; 

Cathy Cawley; Monica Murphy; Rob Mullally (jamirish@pacbell.net) 
Subject: Lunch with Donnie & Ben today 
 
Hi Rob and all of ya, 
 
Ben got to meet and get to know Donnie O'Sullivan today. Probably the most important thing to 
come out of the meeting was Donnie's introduction to Ben of a man called Rudy Murillo. Donnie 
gave Ben his phone number and the two will no doubt be in contact soon. 
 
Donnie considers Rudy to be a very important contact to ensure the success of our Society 
because Rudy works directly for Governor Davis and is a very experienced practitioner in the 
world of politics - city, state and national. His mother is Irish and his father is Mexican and he is a 
FLUENT IRISH SPEAKER! He vacations with Donnie in Kerry where no doubt he brushes up on 
his Irish language. Anybody who can hold his own with Donnie in the Irish has my respect. I know 
I can't. 
 
The important thing is that he will probably prove to be of great help to Ben and the rest of us in 
navigating our way through (to us) the strange world of business and politics into which we are 
now stepping almost blindly - a strange world where everybody has their own agenda and where 
the need is to understand what each player wants and how to put their particular agenda and 
their personal talents to use in a positive way for the benefit of our San Diego-Shannon Society. 
In Rudy we will have a quiet unobtrusive mentor who will know who's who and can open 
important doors for us with a phone call . He will not be able to get involved officially but will 
"mark our cards" (to use a racing term). He has an office in downtown in San Diego somewhere, 
probably in the State Building, and once he and Ben hook up they will probably talk regularly. 
 
Donnie has provisionally agreed to represent us in Ireland. His status as a sports hero gives him 
access everywhere. He is the kind of guy that can walk into the Taoiseach's office any time he 
wants to and Bertie would be delighted to see him. I know for example that he has very close 
personal friends in the Dept. of Foreign Affairs in Dublin which could come in useful at some 
future time. Personal friendships count for a lot in Ireland when you want something done in a 
hurry. 
 
So there, that is my report now. Ya all have a nice weekend. I feel like we are at the start of a 
great adventure. I think this little Society could really achieve something. My own personal 
ambition would one day to be able to point to a factory or a business somewhere in the Shannon 
Region that wouldn't be there if it weren't for us. Wouldn't that be nice? 
 
Pat Flannery 
 


