
Pat Flannery 

From: Ben Marchant [BMarchant@sandiego.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2003 9:57 AM

To: patflannery@sbcglobal.net

Cc: sbrew@coronafirm.com; thushen@foundation.sdsu.edu; jlangley@ucsd.edu

Subject: Re: San Diego - Shannon

3/31/2005

Dear Pat, 
  
I would like to suggest that we go forward from here and work together toward a positive goal of sharing the benefits of the San 
Diego and the Shannon regions with the citizens of both. 
  
I cannot account for what you did or did not receive a year ago.  I can only tell you with certainty what I sent out.   
  
The Mayor's position on the clause you mentioned IS the Mayor's position: "promoting strong ties between the San Diego, 
California and the Shannon, Ireland regions . . ."  This is the whole purpose of this proposed relationship. 
  
The San Diego-Shannon Partnership, Inc. is an independent self-governing organization.  You may address any concerns you 
may have about their mission and programs with them.  As for the other questions you raise, again, I would refer you to the City 
Council Policy 0018 regarding the establishment of sister cities. 
  
  
Regards, 
  
Ben Marchant 
  
cc: Tim Hushen, Jim Langley, Sean Brew 
 
>>> patflannery@ebuyersrealty.com 03/18/03 02:30PM >>> 
Ben, 
  
Today is the first time I have seen or known of the existence of these letters. Why were they kept from me? Were you afraid that I 
would have immediately recognized the absurdity of the Mayor's suggestion of twinning the City of San Diego with "Shannon 
Development" as stated in his letter? Knowledge of these letters would have explained a great deal of what has been happening 
throughout the year and would have guided my involvement. 
  
In his March 15th 2002 letter to Shannon Development Mayor Murphy claims that "the community has expressed particular 
interest in the possibility of twinning with the town of Shannon and the surrounding region". What community is he referring to? 
How was that "particular interest" expressed? It would not have been my choice were I asked. Apart from the Consul General 
Donal Denham, who else expressed a "particular interest" in Shannon prior to March 15th 2002? 
  
And I still require an apology from you for telling my friends yesterday that I was in possession of these letters which you now 
identify as the letters you were referring to when you spoke outside the City council chambers. You knew I had never had sight of 
these letters yet you deliberately misled my friends in this regard. Why? 
  
Would you please explain the last sentence in your email of today: "At present the San Diego-Shannon Partnership, Inc. is a 
partnership to promote people to people relations in business, education, culture, and community, with the hope and vision to 
execute successful programs that will justify the establishment of a sister city program." From that it would seem that we are not 
pursuing a sister city relationship at this time, that it is not yet "justified".  
  
Who exactly will decide when "the establishment of a sister city program" will be justified and by virtue of what kind of "successful 
programs"? In the meantime why is the Mayor promoting a Shannon Development event on April 8th 2002? Is he doing this 
entirely independently of this corporation? If this corporation is involved, what exactly is its involvement and has it been approved 
by its Board of Directors? 
  
For your guidance in answering those questions I will here provide you with a copy of an important clause in the Articles of 
Association of the San Diego-Shannon Partnership Inc. : "The specific purpose of this corporation is to promote strong ties 
between the San Diego, California and the Shannon, Ireland regions through educational programs and cultural 
exchanges." Please clarify the Mayor's position on this matter. 
  



Pat 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Ben Marchant [mailto:BMarchant@sandiego.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2003 12:42 PM 
To: patflannery@sbcglobal.net 
Subject: RE: Re Kevin Thompstone sister city application 
 
Pat, 
  
See attached. 
  
Ben 
  
Benjamin Marchant 
Deputy Chief of Protocol 
City of San Diego 
P.(619) 236-6448 
F.(619) 236-7228 
 
>>> patflannery@ebuyersrealty.com 03/18/03 11:21AM >>> 
Ben, 
  
Below are ALL the emails I received after that meeting. I received nothing from you. Please send me the material to which 
you referred to as the "the correspondence from Kevin Thompstone to Mayor Murphy regarding the mutual desire and 
intent to pursue a sister city twinning arrangement" together with the rest of the "packet of information" you say you 
circulated to everybody but which I never received. You also say you provided this packet to each new member at 
subsequent meetings. It is strange that I never saw you do that. If I had I would surely have requested copies for myself. 
  
Pat 
  
Morning, folks...just a quick 'thank you' for coming to the meeting last night...I was very pleased with the attendance and 
the level of support and enthusiasm. Bernadette will add the other e mails later.  
Slainte! 
Rob.  
  
Rob, 
  
Great meeting last night.  You can count on my support.   
  
Tim 
  

Dear Rob 

Thank you for organizing a useful meeting. 

I am interested to know who is on the "Friendship Committee", once that is  

decided. 

Since I am sure that the Committee will represent a broad range of  

interests, I am not volunteering to be a permanent member, but would be  

pleased to provide assistance when appropriate. 

My organization, the San Diego World Trade Center (SDWTC) , is focused only  

on developing international trade and commerce for San Diego companies, in  

both directions. Please visit our website www.sdwtc.org for more  
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information. As mentioned, we believe there are good prospects in the  

Shannon Region for mutual business. 

The SDWTC looks forward to Partnering with the "Friendship Committee" and  

the City of San Diego, to organize a first-class trade mission to accompany  

the Mayor on his visit to Shannon in August 2003. 

Thank you for the opportunity to participate. 

Hugh 

At 10:01 AM 04/26/2002 -0700, Rob Mullally wrote: 

>Morning, folks...just a quick 'thank you' for coming to the meeting last  

>night...I was very pleased with the attendance and the level of support  

>and enthusiasm. Bernadette will add the other e mails later. 

>Slainte! 

>Rob. 

Hugh Constant 

Vice President 

San Diego World Trade Center 

1250 Sixth Avenue, Suite 100 

San Diego, CA 92101-4368 

Telephone: 619-615-0868 x 103 

Fax: 619-615-0876 

email: hconstant@sdwtc.org 

website: www.sdwtc.org 

  

Australia & New Zealand Trade Mission 

May 25-June 1, 2002 

Learn More On-line Now: 

http://www.sdwtc.org/service/outbound/ANZMission/Overview.htm 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Ben Marchant [mailto:BMarchant@sandiego.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2003 9:50 AM 
To: patflannery@sbcglobal.net 
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Cc: sbrew@coronafirm.com; thushen@foundation.sdsu.edu; jlangley@ucsd.edu 
Subject: Re: Re Kevin Thompstone sister city application 
 
Pat, 
  
That is not what I told your friends yesterday.  You are mistaken.  What I said is that you received a copy of the 
correspondence from Kevin Thompstone to Mayor Murphy regarding the mutual desire and intent to pursue a sister 
city twinning arrangement.  The letter was included in the packet of information I provided everyone that attended 
the April 25, 2002 meeting at the Imperial House.  I also provided it to new people at subsequent meetings.   
  
Secondly, I stated that our local Sister Cities International representative, Kathleen Roche-Tansey informed S.C.I. of 
the San Diego-Shannon twinning arrangement in September.  If I stated that an application had been submitted I 
was mistaken.  The relationship has not progressed to the status of Sister City yet, nor has it progressed to the point 
that it is necessary to submit an application for sister city status.  The relationship may continue to grow for an 
indefinite period of time until such time as deemed appropriate to fulfill the requirements for sister city status as 
outlined in the City Council Policy 0018 and the Sister City International guidelines.  At present the San Diego-
Shannon Partnership, Inc. is a partnership to promote people to people relations in business, education, culture, and 
community, with the hope and vision to execute successful programs that will justify the establishment of a sister city 
program. 
  
Regards, 
  
Ben 
  
Benjamin Marchant 
Deputy Chief of Protocol 
City of San Diego 
P.(619) 236-6448 
F.(619) 236-7228 
 
>>> patflannery@ebuyersrealty.com 03/18/03 09:08AM >>> 
Ben, 
 
If what you told my friends yesterday is true, that I received by email a 
copy of an application for sister city status made by Kevin Thompstone to 
SCI some time last year, then please send me a copy. I have searched my 
email files and can find no trace of it. You insisted in front of my friends 
that I had received such a document, that such an application was made and 
that I was aware of it. I was not. You must either produce the document in 
question together with evidence that I received it by email or apologize to 
my friends for lying about me. 
 
Pat 
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