
 
If our respective communities respond to the promptings of this film in the way we 
believe they will, significant cultural exchanges will result; a basis for trust will be laid 
which will enrich the future business, educational and cultural activities of this 
Partnership, not the least of which may be further films of this kind. 
 
Having fulfilled its primary function we hope this film will then command a wide 
audience. The story of how two indigenous peoples, who spent thousands of years 
roaming different continents, are now getting together and rediscovering their common 
humanity, may prove to be an inspiration for “people to people” contacts everywhere. 
 
The San Diego County Native American Tribal Council already has a film commission 
and the skilled personnel to make this film; TV4 the Irish language TV station in Ireland 
already has the skilled personnel to make this film. With our sponsorship this winning 
combination would undoubtedly turn out a world class film. 
 

Pat Flannery - October 28, 2002 
 



San Diego-Shannon Partnership 
Draft Proposal to the California Arts Council 

 
The key to knowledge is research. The key to friendship is collaboration. We propose to 
stimulate our arts, scientific and academic communities to both, by jointly producing a 
short documentary film inquiring into the cultural depths of our two indigenous peoples.  
 
Using (as far as possible) native language interviews with cultural leaders on both sides 
e.g. folklorists, storytellers, musicians, we will compare the native view of the history, 
mythology, traditions and beliefs of our two cultures with the many outside academic 
theories of our origins and histories. 
 
After tens of thousands of years the indigenous people of what is now San Diego were 
among the first Native North Americans to encounter their European cousins. On 
September 28, 1542, long before Jamestown or the Mayflower, this historic encounter 
took place right here on the shores of San Diego Bay. 
 
After Columbus landed in the Caribbean in 1492 the Spanish crossed the Central 
American isthmus, viewed the Pacific, built their first ships in the new world and headed 
north, to make San Diego their first landfall on the west coast of North America only 50 
years later. 
 
They immediately recognized its strategic importance and correctly gauged the unusual 
size of the local population by noting the large number of night campfires on the inland 
hills as far as the eye could see. They described this pleasant place as “marvelous”. 
 
Our film will reflect on how many thousands of years had gone by since these “native” 
Americans, as observed from Spanish ships in San Diego Bay, emerged out of Africa for 
their long migration across Asia, over the Bering Straits and down the American 
Continent. How long did it all take? What was happening in Europe in the meantime? 
 
The indigenous peoples of Shannon did not travel anything like so far since emerging 
from Africa, yet on their hidden journey they turned white! What was the nature of that 
journey? They can only have been on the island of Ireland since the last Ice Age, 10,000 
years ago. Where did they immediately come from? Did they arrive by land or by sea? 
 
Our filmmakers will examine evidence and pose questions to our archeologists, 
anthropologists, philosophers, linguists, storytellers etc. Then we hope to entice our 
scientific communities into the discussion, bringing with them their exotic modern tools.  
 
We therefore request the sum of $100,000 to make this seminal film possible. We hope 
that in making it our artists, academics and scientists will collaborate in evaluating the 
many stories and theories about our two distinctive peoples, one of whose artifacts 
abound in the fertile valleys and mountainsides of San Diego, and the other whose unique 
civilization can be studied all up and down the Shannon river basin, particularly at the 
world famous archaeological site of Lough Gur in the heart of the Shannon Region. 


